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The Efforts of Chinese Heritage Language School on
Language Maintenance and Cultural Identity*

En-Hui Liao | languages, and is broadly used among people who are interested in the field of
foreign/second language education and maintenance (Fishman, 2001; Wiley, 2001).**

Abstract

The purpose of this study is to present
the results of research on a community-
based Chinese heritage school in Southern
California and its role as a linguistic and
cultural resourcefor Chinese-heritage
learners in Chinese society. Specific
attention is given to exploring the Chinese
heritage language school’s organizational
components, and how the school maintains
the heritage language and develops
cultural identity. This paper utilizes data

from multiple sources, including three

1. Introduction

1.1 Heritage Language

The term heritage language in the

United States refers to those languages other

questionnaires for students, parents, and
teachers respectively, and official school
documents, publications, etc. The study
shows that although the school keeps
heritage learners on track, the teaching
methodology and materialsstill has room for
improvement in order to encourage students
to invest more effort into learning about their

heritage language and cultural identity.

Key Words:heritage language, heritage
language learner, heritage
language school, Chinese

heritage language school

than English, such as immigrant
languages, indigenous languages, and
colonial Therefore, when someone who
is raised in a home where non- English is
spoken, and whois bilingual in English and

in the language is described as a heritage

* BT SCERRERE S BENSULRAE T

 BREE > 2EEREHNERERAE OB ERIE -



The Efforts of Chinese Heritage Language School on Language Maintenance and Cultural Identity 31

language speaker (Valdés, 2001). Learners
of heritage language refer to individuals who
are interested in strengthening endangered
indigenous languages or maintaining
immigrant languages, and have historical
and personal connection to the language,
without considering their proficiency level in

their language.

1.2 Heritage Language School

Even though heritage language
education traditionally and historically plays
a vital role in preserving heritage languages,
it often has to be provided outside the
formal school system, such as after-school
and weekend programs. Fishman (2001)
locates more than 6,500 heritage language
schools in the early 1980’s across the United
States, all outside the public school system,
involving 145 languages with Amerindian,
Chinese, French, German, Greek, Hebrew,
Italian, Japanese, Korean, etc. It was the first
time that Asian languages became important
nationally, because of the increased
population of legal immigration from China
and South Asia after World War II. With a
growth rate of 228% from 1960 to 1980,
Fishman claims that these community-based
heritage language schools established an
educational sector with significantly more
social significancethan heritage language
instruction. In general, heritage language

schools promoted heritage language

proficiency, as well as cultural and religious
values represented by the languages.
Although the functions of heritage language
schools differed from school to school,
these community-based heritage language
schools help reduce immigrants’ sense of
marginalization, maintain ethnic and cultural
identity, and make outstanding contributions
to their communities and to the United States

(Fishman & Markman, 1979).

1.3 Chinese Heritage Language School

Since the early 1900s, Chinese heritage
language schools, which served Chinese
immigrants in the United States as a ‘loci of
community, viability, creativity, and identity’
(Fishman, 1981), have effectively operated
outside the United States formal education
system. Aligned with the aforementioned
educational philosophy and ideology,
Chinese heritage language schools perform a
prominent role and are remarkable resources
for both language maintenance and cultural
identity within the Chinese American society.
In other words, Chinese schools provided
a place for both parents and children to use
Chinese language in order to maintain their
language skills, and also offered cultural
activities which nurtured ethnic identity and
friendship among children of the same age

or beyond.

1.4 Research purpose and questions
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The purpose of this study is to examine
the efforts of Chinese heritage language
school on heritage language maintenance
and cultural identity in the San Diego area.
There are two reasons for limiting this study
to the Chinese heritage schools: (1) the
population — according to Census 2000 &
2010 data, the number of Chinese American
expanded from 2.43 million in 2000 to 3.34
million in 2010, and became the largest
Asian group in the U.S., accounting for 1.1%
of the U.S. total population. The growth rate
of Chinese Americans from 2000 to 2010
is 27.7% in California, and 60.6% in San
Diego,(2) negative opinions on the functions
of Chinese heritage language schools -
despite the impressive development of
Chinese language schools, some studies,
such as Li (1982), Wong (1988), Wong &
Lopez (2000) argue that the contribution of
Chinese schools to Chinese maintenance
is \questionable. Therefore, the study will
explore the followingquestions:

1.What are the organizational components
of the Chinese heritage language
school?

2.How does the Chinese heritagelanguage
school maintain the heritage

languageand develop cultural identity?

1.5 Methodology

To answer these research questions,

the researcher selected a Chinese heritage

language school in the San Diego area.
The school has a relatively long history of
teaching Chinese to heritage students, and
has a medium-sized and well-organized
system for providing language programs.
In addition to reviewing school documents,
such as official documents, school
newsletters, yearbooks, etc., the researcher
designed three separatequestionnaires for
students, parents and teachers in order to
obtain the information from a larger group of
people. These include attitudes toward and
suggestions about the school programs. The
questionnaires were all administered during
class time.
1.5.1 Student Questionnaire

The Student Questionnaire, written
in English and consisting of two sections,
is given only to the Higher Level Classes
students. The first section is on respondents’
personal background, the second section
seeks information on the respondents’ self-
assessment and evaluation of the school
programsin terms of language and ethnicity.
1.5.2 Teacher Questionnaire

The Teacher Questionnaire, given to
all the teachers, is written in Chineseand
consists of two sections. The first section
is on respondents’ personal background,
the second section solicits the teachers’
evaluation and impression of the school and
its instructional activities.

1.5.3 Parent Questionnaire
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There are English version and
Chinese versions for parents with
different backgrounds. The first section
is on respondents’ personal background,
the second section measuresparents’
attitudes and impressions of the school
and its instructional activities. The Parent

Questionnaire is mainly given to families

with children in high level classes.

A total of 158 questionnaires were
issued to the above three different groups of
people and among them 105 questionnaires
were returned, the response rate is 66.4%.
Table 1 shows the return rate of each of the

three questionnaires.

Table 1: Rate of Return of Questionnaires

Respondents Number Issued Number Returned Return Rate
Students 75 52 69.33%
Teachers 30 20 66.66%
Parents 53 31 58.45%

2. Literature Review

2.1 The Role of Chinese Heritage
Language School

The heritage language schools are
normally run by contributors and volunteers
and are divided into three categories: all-
day schools, weekday afternoon schools,
and weekend schools (Fishman, 1980).
Generally, these schools offer classes in
language, culture and history matter, in order
to pass on language, culture, and identity
to students whose parents are immigrants.
These schools often have to deal with a lack
of qualified instructors, financial resources,
and learner interest. In a national survey of
Chinese language schools in America, 76%

out of 141 responding schools stated their

programs emphasized maintaining Chinese
language and culture among ethnic Chinese,
About 9% of responding schools believed
that the maintenance of the Chinese
language helps Chinese Americans gain
self-esteem and maintain identification
with Chinese culture and Chinese people.
Wong and Lopez (2000) suggested that “the
most important function of contemporary
Chinese language schools seems to be to
create a sense of cultural and ethnic pride

(p.294)”.

2.2 History of Chinese Heritage Language
School

According to Chao (1997), Chinese
language schools in the United States can
be traced back to 1848, when there was

an influx of Chinese immigrant laborers.
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In 1880s, Chinese language schools were
established in order to meet the needs
of those early immigrants in Chinatown
in several cities across the country. The
Chinese Imperial Government established
the first formal Chinese school called Qing
School in San Francisco in 1886(Morimoto,
1997, p.11). In 1911, with the support of the
Republic of China government, additional
Chinese schools were established in Oakland,
Stockton, Fresno, Boston, and Phoenix.
Even after its retreat to Taiwan in 1949, the
Republic of China governmentcontinued its
involvement with Chinese language schools
in the United States. In the 1930s, one or
more Chinese schools were established in
some cities, such as Los Angeles, San Diego,
Washington, New Orleans, Minneapolis, and
Oakland (Chao, 1997). Post-1965, several
factors impacted the growth of Chinese
schools: (1) after the 1949 Communist
victory on the Mainland, immigrants were
less willing to return to China; (2) decreased
discrimination in the U.S.; (3) employment
opportunities for Chinese people improved
during the 1960s.

After World War II and the Civil
Rights Act, he wave of immigrants included
well-educated professional Taiwanese
and Hong Kong eclites, and the Chinese
language schools haddynamic growth. A
study conducted by the National Council of

Associations of Chinese Language Schools

in 1995 indicates that there are 634 schools
with approximately 82,675 students enrolled
across the country (Chao, 1997).

2.3 The Organization of Chinese Heritage
Language School

There are for-profit and non-profit
Chinese language schools.While for-profit
schools include kindergartens, childcare
centers, and tutorial programs for secondary
school students,non-profit schools are
usually associated with organizations
such as Chinese-American associations or
religious groups (Chao, 1997). These non-
profit schools, which are typically open on
weekday afternoons and on weekends, are
almost entirely managed by volunteers,
normally consisting of learners’ parents and
students from local high schools, colleges, or
universities, or by voluntary administrators
and board members with small teaching
staff. Many small schools have no board
members and the principals are in charge of
all the administrative duties. Some schools
may have 3-30 board members in charge
of setting polices and directives regarding
school administration, activities, teaching
materials and teaching methods. Board
members normally meet regularly during
the semester. In some schools, the principal
and administrative officials are elected or
hired by the board of directors. For most

non-profit schools, tuition and fundraising
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serve as the main financial resources. Parent
volunteers are the main sources of personnel
support, and contribute time, skills and

sometimes financial aid to the schools.

2.4 The Function of Chinese Heritage
Language School

Chinese heritage language schools
function as linguistic and cultural resources
in Chinese American society, providing
language classes and offering subjects
related to Chinese culture, including history,
art, singing, dancing, and calligraphy. Since
the student body consists of immigrants’
children from China, Taiwan, and Hong
Kong, two Chinese language curriculum
tracks are taught in order to accommodate
students’ distinct cultural and language
backgrounds. The first one is a Mandarin
track with Zhu-yin/Traditional Character
curriculum for students with Taiwan,
Hong Kong and other area background
students; the second one is a Mandarin
track with Pin-yin/Simplified Character
curriculum for students with Mainland
China background. Only a few schools offer
Cantonese class with Traditional Characters
or Simplified Characters for students who
speak Cantonese at home. There are three
types of classes with respect to the function
and instruction of language: (1) Mandarin
Chinese only classes — instruction language

is Mandarin for students who are willing to

master their language; (2) Mandarin Chinese
as a Second Language Classes — instruction
language is both English and Mandarin for
those students who speak English only or
other dialect at home; (3) Chinese Language
High School Credit Classes — instruction
language is mainly in Mandarin for students
who are in 9-12 grades and are willing to
grant credits to meet their school foreign
language requirement. Three types of
programs are generally offered in Chinese
language schools: (a) weekend programs —
typical programs operating on weekends,
either on Saturday morning or Sunday
afternoon; (b) after-school programs —
popular programs with parents and students,
operating on weekdays in public schools;
(c) summer programs —intensive programs
held in each weekday for 6-8 weeks during
the summer. For all types of programs,
the curriculum is dominated by Mandarin
language and Chinese culture. The program
goals are to facilitate the development of
students’ heritage languages and to retain a
strong sense of identity to their own ethnic
group (Cho, Cho, & Tse, 1997; Feuerverger,
1991; Tse, 1996), so as to benefit their own
group and society in general. However, the
Chinese language schools provide context
to help students access high-level registers
that include formal and high-level varieties
and styles of language for their academic

purpose. Heritage speakers will remain low-
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level registers if they only have access to the
informal/casual varieties of a language that
they use in intimate and casual conversation

(Valdés, 2001).

3. DS Chinese Heritage Language
School

3.1 Introduction

3.1.1 History of DS Chinese School
DS Chinese School is a non-profit
California corporation, which officially
began offering classes in Chinese Language
and Culture in 1980s. Classes are held every
Sunday from 1:30 to 4:30 p.m., 30 weeks
a year, starting on the weekend after Labor
Day.DS Chinese School initially held classes
at a UC university from 1988 to 1991, and
then moved to a private independent college-
preparatory schoolin La Jolla area. The
enrollment of heritage language learning
students increasedsharply with 191%
growth rate over this short period of time.
Although DS Chinese Schoolalso opened
credit classes that meet the language credit
requirement toward high school graduation
atSan Diego Quito Union School District
since the fall of 1996, the classes were not
recognized until 1999, when San Diego
Unified School District accepted its credit
to meet students’ foreign language credit
requirement. DS Chinese Schoolcurrently

has 29 classesranging from preschool (three

and half years old) to high school.
3.1.2 Opportunities for Teacher
Development

There are many teacher in-service
training programs which fulfill the teacher’s
professional development requirements, such
as regular workshops, seminars, conferences,
teachers training camps, AP training courses
and irregularly scheduled in-service training
seminars with professional teachers from
Taiwan.
3.1.3 The Board of Directors

The Board of Directors is DS Chinese
School's highest governing body, which is
ultimately responsible for all DS Chinese
School affairs. The Board currently consists
of nine members who are elected at the
Annual Meeting to serve a two-year term.
Re-election is limited to one additional term.
3.1.4 Unique Characteristics of DS

Chinese School

Several unique characteristics that make
DS Chinese School their first choice among
students and parents are as follows:

1.Small class size: the number of students
is typically less than 20 students per
class
2.Dual language system: Mandarin

Chinese only classes and Bilingual

classes are offered to meet the need of

students from different backgrounds;

the bilingual system enables students

with no prior exposure to learn
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Chineselanguage

3.Versatile methods: a variety of activities
are organized to stimulate learning and
practical use of the Chinese language
and gain more knowledge of Chinese
culture

4.Outstanding faculty: experienced, well
trained and dedicated teachers who
not only teach linguistic skills, but
alsocultural immersion

5.Parent volunteers: there is a strong
tradition of parent volunteers devoting
themselves to the DSChinese School

6.Community service: as an academic
organization in San Diego, DSChinese
School
arranges seminars for its members and

participates in various social activities

3.2 The efforts of Language Maintenance

For language learning and maintenance,

DS Chinese School offers three types of

classes with two tracks of Chinese language
curriculum.

1.Regular classes - these are Mandarin

Chinese only classes, which only use

Mandarin as instruction language. They

are designed for students who speak

Chinese at home and possess basic

language skills. Students are grouped

by both age and level of Chinese.

They useLearn Chinese: zhuyin and

the MeiZhou Chinese textbooks,

which have been reviewed by Chinese
professors. These classes used to
mainly employ Zhu-yin/Traditional
Character curriculum, but in recent
years, responding to the current world
Chinese learning trends, they apply
both the Zhu-yin and Pin-yin phonetic
system with Traditional Character from
preschool classes, and then weave
Simplified Character teaching into
curriculum from fourth grades. Students
also start their Chinese typing lessons

from grade 3.

2.Bilingual classes — these are Mandarin

Chinese as a Second Language Classes,
which use both English and Mandarin
as instruction language for students
who speak English only or other dialect
at home. Students are grouped by both
age and level of Chinese. These classes
use Learn Chinese: Pin-Yin, My First
Chinese Reader, and Go Chinese Go
400. These classes mainly employ Pin-
yin/Traditional Character curriculum,
and then weave Simplified Character
teaching into curriculum from fourth
grades. For these students, Chinese

typing lessons start from grade 1.

3.Credit classes — These are Chinese

Language High School Credit Classes
from Chinese Level I to Level 1V,
which mainly use Mandarin as the

instruction language for students in
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9-12 grades and who are willing to
grant credits to meet their school
foreign language requirement.Class
Schedules include 120 hours of
classroom instructions, plus 40 hours
of off-campus instruction (total 160
hours). Chinese language instructions
are from 1:30- 5:20 pm on Sundays at
CD School. Off-campus instructions
include Chinese folk art, music, festival
and other cultural activities, which are
scheduled by the teachers. They use a
textbook recommended by the College
Board called “Integrated Chinese”,
which focuses on listening, speaking,
reading and writing, and is edited by
the Overseas Chinese Commission.
These classes employ both Zhu-yin/
Traditional Character and Pin-yin/
simplified curricular in order to help
students take SAT exam and AP exam
in the mainstream school system.

The driving philosophybehind
these programs for Chinese heritage
students is aligned with the Five
Standards for Foreign Language
Learning that is set by the American
Association of Foreign Language.
These five C’s are: (1) Chinese
Communication —includes conversation,
understanding, interpreting and
presentation; (2) Cultural Variety —

includes cultural customs and products;

(3) Connection with other Subjects
— exposure to other disciplines and
breadth in cultural knowledge; (4)
Comparison of Cultural Characteristics
— language and cultural comparisons;
(5) Community Participation
domestically and internationally — using
Chinese within and beyond the school

setting and being life-long learners.

3.3 The efforts of Cultural Identity

Since activities related to language
and culture learning can often inspire
students’ proficiency while entertaining
and motivating them, school activities
are strategically devised to be practical to
their lives. They are designed to encourage
topics of interest to students, giving them
opportunities to be exposedto Chinese
contexts. The activities are: (1) Festivals —
which provide students with more concrete
information about Chinese traditional
festivals, and the cultural values and
traditions related to its celebration. These
include the Chinese New Year Festival, the
Lantern Festivaland the Fall Festival. In
order to encourage students to participate in
the celebration, each class is usually required
to offer one program, ranging from singing
Chinese songs, performing a Chinese skitor
a Chinese greeting related to the Festival
(depending upon the students’ ages and the

individual teacher’s interest). (2) Contests
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— to motivate students’ appreciation of
Chinese culture and use Chinese language in
practice, several contests are held within the
school, which include a Chinese Character
Writing Contest, a Poetry Recitation
Contest, a Speech Contest, a Story Telling
Contest, a Word Recognition Contest,
etc.; (3) Interscholastic Competitions — to
communicate with other Chinese heritage
students, the school encourages students to
participant in interscholastic competitions,
such as the Southern California Chinese
Composition Competition, Chinese
Calligraphy and Painting Competition,
etc. (4)Extracurricular activities — to offer
cultural activities to cultivate students’
sense of cultural identity, such as Chinese
Calligraphy activities, Chinese Painting
activities, Chinese Dance activities, Chinese

music activities, etc.

4. Findings

4.1 Language Maintenance

As mentioned earlier, DS Chinese
Language School has a long history and a
well-developed curriculum for retaining
Chinese heritage and culture in the San
Diego area. How do the students perceive
this kind of instruction? Do they think that
the classes and activities are helpful for
them to learn Chinese and culture? How do

the parents view the efforts of DS Chinese

School? Do they regard the school as the
best resource for retaining their child’s
language and enhancing a good sense
of cultural identity?How do the teachers
view and evaluate the programs and their
students? To infer some of these answers,
the researcher summarized what students,
parents and teachers had to say in terms
of their experiences into Table 2, 3, 4, and
Sfrom three questionnaires.

Table 2 and 3suggest that nearly half
of the students and most of the parents
acknowledge that the DS Chinese School
significantly maintains students’ Chinese
proficiency, especially for listening and
speaking abilities. The teacher group also
agreed that the school has been successful in
maintaining students’ proficiency in Chinese,
but the teacher group has higher percentage
than the other two groups.The reasons for
this phenomenon are probably because the
teachers are aware of the roles they play in
the school and also reflect the teachers’ high

expectations of the school’s efforts.
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Table 2: Maintaining students’ proficiency in Chinese

The DS Chinese language school

has been successful in maintaining True Partial true False
students’ proficiency in Chinese

Students 42.31% 40.38% 17.31%
Parents 54.84% 38.71% 6.45%
Teachers 80.00% 20.00% 0.00%

Table 3: Evidently increased / improved individual’slinguistic abilities

DS Chinese School has evid- Chinese Chinese Chinese Chinese
ently increased or improved speaking listening reading writing
individual’s ability ability ability ability
Students 46.15% 50.00% 38.46% 38.46%
True Parents 48.39% 51.61% 35.48% 29.03%
Teachers 70.00% 80.00% 40.00% 30.00%
Students 34.62% 38.46% 46.15% 40.38%
Partially True Parents 48.39% 48.39% 64.52% 64.52%
Teachers 30.00% 20.00% 50.00% 60.00%
Students 19.23% 11.54% 15.38% 21.15%
False Parents 3.23% 0.00% 0.00% 6.45%
Teachers 0.00% 0.00% 10.00% 10.00%

Compared to students and parents,
teachers have a much stronger concept of
the function of the Chinese school. In other
words, teachers regard the Chinese school
as an educational place, rather than a social
place in which people gather together
and enjoy the provided activities, which
is different from students’ and parents’
perception of Chinese school (see Table
4). Moreover, referring to the school’s
achievement, these three groups have around

the same opinion of the Chinese heritage

language school’s linguistic and cultural
resources (see Table 5). For some parents
and students, Chinese school is a society
where they gain friendship with people of

the same ethnicity and share life experiences.
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Table 4: Providing place for all to join activities

Providing a place for all to join

activities True Partial true False
Students 48.08% 28.85% 23.07%
Parents 58.06% 35.48% 6.45%
Teachers 10.00% 20.00% 70.00%
Table 5: Teaching students Chinese language and culture
The DS Chinese language school has
been successful in teaching students True Partial true False
Chinese language and culture
Students 50.00% 38.46% 11.54%
Parents 51.61% 48.39% 0.00%
Teachers 70.00% 30.00% 0.00%
4.2 The efforts of Cultural Identity
Table 6: Cultural identity
DS Chinese School has evidently | knowledge of Chinese | sense of cultural
increased or improved individual’s culture identity
Students 42.31% 44.23%
True Parents 51.61% 51.61%
Teachers 60.00% 60.00%
Students 40.38% 36.54%
Partially 1'p, ents 38.71% 41.94%
True
Teachers 35.00% 35.00%
Students 17.31% 19.23%
False Parents 9.68% 6.45%
Teachers 5.00% 5.00%
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Regarding the cultural teaching
initiatives, which aim to enhance students’
awareness of ethnic identity and a sense of
belonging, students, parents, and teachers
share a similar opinion on this subject.
Nearly half of the respondents recognize
its’effectiveness. The school emphasizes
student participation in traditional customs
and celebrations, such as the New Year
Festival, Fall Festival, etc. Although parents
and teachers feel that Chinese classes and
activities, such as speech competitions, help
students to be more immersed in Chinese
language and culture, it is interesting to
note that the students themselves do not

feel that is the case. From the numbers in

Table 6 regarding cultural identity and in
Table 7 regarding speech contests, students
rate themselves the lowest (see Table 6&7).
That the teacher group shows a higher rate
than the other two groups reflects the three
groups’ different expectations. Teachers
believe the school has already done their
best to improve the development of heritage-
leaners’ cultural identity. However, from the
numbers in Table 7, it is clear that parents
have a higher expectation from the school
and want teachers to integrate more cultural
curriculum with language learning than what
they are currently doing, which is consistent
with the findings from Lawton & Logio
(2009).

Table 7: Cultural activities help students better understand Chinese culture

The following activities held in Chinese | Festivals & The speech, writing,

school help you better understand Chinese | celebrations and other contests
culture

Students 53.85% 40.38%

True Parents 51.61% 48.39%

Teachers 60.00% 75.00%

Students 38.46% 34.62%

Partially True Parents 38.71% 35.48%

Teachers 35.00% 20.00%

Students 7.69% 25.00%

False Parents 9.68% 16.13%

Teachers 5.00% 5.00%
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Table 8: Interest and motivation to learn Chinese and culture

Increasing interest and motivation to .

i True Partial true False
learn Chinese and culture
Students 40.38% 34.62% 25.00%
Parents 35.48% 51.61% 12.90%
Teachers 25.00% 65.00% 10.00%

In the response to “Why are you taking
this Chinese language class in Chinese
School?” on the student questionnaire, most
of the students (67.2%) indicate that they
are forced to attend Chinese school by their
parents. Even though some students take
the classes for credit to meet their High
School Graduation Requirements, they
still do not consider in-class teaching to
be a motivatingfactor in learning Chinese
language and culture (see Table 8). Despite
the fact that on the questionnaires for
three different groups, both students and
teachers seem to prefer in-class instruction
to facilitate students’ better understanding
Chinese culture, it seems like in actuality the
school fails to solicit students’ interest and
motivation in learning Chinese language and
culture. Obviously, instruction methodology
and teaching materials should be improved
in order to meet students’ needs and to
facilitatetheir interest in learning Chinese

language and culture.

5. Conclusions and Discussion

5.1 Conclusions and Discussion

DS Chinese School, in addition to
teaching Chinese language to its students,
intends to promote a greater understanding
of Chinese culture for individual students.
To achieve these goals, the school not
only carefully designed its curriculum,
but also delineated several extracurricular
activities, such as Chinese ability and talent
performances, and festivals for students to
examine the patterns, values, and customs
of Chinese culture. Extracurricular activities
are designed to reinforce learning and
teaching of Chinese language. The majority
of the students enjoyed the extracurricular
activities, such as dragon/lion dance,
Chinese Gong-fu (martial arts), Chinese
painting and calligraphy, etc. Students are
required to participate in festival celebrations
and have to devote their time to practicing
Chinese. This process assists and reinforces
students’ further expansion of their language

and cultural experiences in new areas. Also,
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by participating in the annual festival, the
students can be part of a heritage that their
parents may have experienced and gain
a sense of cultural belonging.Traditional
cultural values, skills, and relationships
are thus transmitted from generation to
generation.

The heritage language school has put in
a lot of effort to facilitate heritage-learners’
language proficiency and to retain their
ethnic identity with the support and help
of heritage-learners’ parents. Nevertheless,
there is need to improve the teaching
methodology and materials to inspire
students to learn their heritage language and
culture. Stimulating their interestin Chinese
language and culture is a crucial issue in
addition to language teaching. According to
Gardner and Lambert (1972), attitude and
motivation affects the language acquisition.
Researchers, such as Wen (1997), suggest
that the intrinsic motivation of learning about
Chinese culture is a significant predictor for
students deciding to learn Chinese language,
and Lee (2002) indicates that academic
achievement has nothing to do with whether
or not the student is a heritage language
learner, but has relations with the student
who values his own culture. Moreover,
there are positive interrelationships among
heritage-learner’s heritage language
proficiency, ethnic identity, and self-esteem

(Yu, 2015). Therefore, creatinga supportive

environment including quality language
education, cultural practices integrated
curriculum, effective and engaging
instructional resources to preserve language
and culture for the next generation is an
important issue for parents and the heritage

school.

5.2 Limitation and Recommendations

The limitation of the present study is
that the research is limited to one Chinese
heritage school. The samples are only
from one type of heritage schools, namely
Chinese heritage language weekend
schools. Therefore, further comparison
studies on cross-school or cross-heritage-
school research is needed in order to apply
a broader realistic overview on heritage
language education tosociety, and to provide
educators and policy-makers different
perspectives on minority language education
for better language policy, in order to
encourage minority groups to maintain their

own language and culture.
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